Catalogue statement:

‘Border Songs’

It is not uncommon to see tourists pulling off the A1 onto the lay-by at the Scottish and English border to take souvenir snapshots. This was formerly the site of Lamberton Toll, which from the mid 1700’s was known locally as ‘The Gretna of the East’. One of several marriage toll houses which were dotted along the Scottish border, Lamberton Toll remained until the early 20th century a popular destination for many runaway brides.

In an attempt to capture the memory of these lovers put to flight, I have taken sound recordings at the sites of these former marriage toll houses, with the aid of an Aeolian harp. The Aeolian Harp is a string instrument played by the wind and developed from a source of scientific enquiry into an aid for inspiration. For the romantic poets, the harp’s tremulous musical tones represented both ‘a melancholy yearning’ for another world and the ‘winds of inspiration’.

And what if all of animated nature
Be but organic Harps diversely fram’d,
That tremble into thought, as o’er them sweeps
Plastic and vast, one intellectual breeze,
At once the Soul of each, and God of all?

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, The Eolian Harp, 1817.

For many centuries the Chinese have been attaching aeolian devices to kites to generate sounds as they flew. (The Chinese word for kite is fengzheng, which literally translates as ‘wind instrument’). Aeolian kites have also attracted many superstitious beliefs, one of which is that a that a kite whose line is cut when it is still high in the air carries away with it all manner of evil spirits.

Inspired by these myths, I have taken an Aeolian box-kite to the crash site of an aircraft in the Cheviot Hills, where the low lying cloud which can cloak the hills has often proved fatal for airmen. Among the numerous plane wrecks scattered over the barren moorland, a shallow gully marks the impact scar made by a Hawker Hart Trainer (a bi-plane from the 1920’s) which
was lost in the Cheviot Hills, killing its pilot T. Mycroft.

In the history of flight, the form of the box-kite has been seen to inspire the earliest aircraft, namely the bi-plane; and the release of an Aeolian kite on the site of such an aerial tragedy is an attempt to use the kite as an instrument to exorcise the memory of a tragic event.

